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BY TONI CASHNELLI
ong before Earth Day, there was Arbor Day, 
observed the last Friday in April in schools across 
America. Students would draw pictures, memorize 

bad poetry (“I think that I shall never see a poem lovely 
as a tree…”) or take home seedlings planted in milk 
cartons. 
 Growing up in St. Bernard, Kenan Freson was one 
of those kids. “All the children were given a seeding 
of some kind of bush or tree,” he recalls. “I remember 
getting a bush; one of these grew in our yard for 

From Jeff

BY JEFF SCHEELER, OFM
My message this week will be more informational than 
inspirational. I want to share briefly what happened in the 
most recent meeting of the English Speaking Provincials 
held April 16-20 in San Antonio, Texas, in order to keep us 
all connected to what is happening in the other provinces 
and the larger Order.  It is always enjoyable to be with the 
other Ministers and San Antonio is a lovely city.  In the 
spring meeting we always do some ongoing formation, and 
our excellent presenter was Fr. Ray Carey, PhD, who spoke 
to us about trying to find and create a spirit of “shalom” 
even as we deal with difficult situations and friars.  He also 
spoke to us about ethics and confidentiality. He had just 
one simple page of notes and spoke for the whole day 
in a very engaging way! On our free afternoon we visited 

Continued on Page 6

When you plant a tree, Kenan says, “You make a commitment.”
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Every day is
Arbor Day
at Mt. Airy
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‘He made 
Francis real’

General Definitor Frank Walters with IC Provincial Primo Piscitello.

Continued on Page 2

BY TONI CASHNELLI
Days after meeting Murray Bodo, 
composers Karin Bergquist and 
Linford Detweiler wrote a song 
called Sacred Ground. “Maybe some 
of that ‘St. Francis Mojo’ rubbed off 
on us,” Linford joked Sunday at a 
concert they were performing at Mt. 
Airy. He and wife Karin, who play 
and record as Over the Rhine, were 

there to congratulate Murray on the 40th anniversary of his best-
known book. 
 Linford couldn’t have put it better. Thanks to Murray, 
generations of readers have discovered what “St. Francis Mojo” 
is all about through Francis: The Journey and the Dream. About 
200 of them – enough to fill St. Anthony Chapel – came together 
in the name of love, mojo, or whatever you call it to hear Murray 
talk about the book’s inception. The most common responses 
to “Why are you here?” were, “He made Francis real,” or, “We 
couldn’t say no to Murray.”   
 The “thank-yous” began with Provincial Minister Jeff 
Scheeler and continued through the concert, Murray’s remarks 
and a reception at Shrine Hall. Jeff read the book as a seminarian 
and felt, as did others, “He wrote this for me.” Touched and 

Provincials tackle lengthy agenda

Murray Bodo, OFM
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Milestone for Murray

Above, at St. Anthony 
Chapel, Murray recalls 

the writing process; 
left, a young aficio-

nado of good books 
and good music.

Karin Bergquist of Over the Rhine, perform-
ing at Sunday’s celebration.

Left, Murray 

Bodo with friend 

Dr. Brian Volck 

from Children’s 

Hospital.

With guest 
Gerry Deller at 
the reception.

Linford Detweiler and Karin Bergquist, 

who together form Over the Rhine, 

congratulate friend Murray.

PHOTOS BY FRANK JASPER, OFMApril 22, 2012
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Above, Over the 
Rhine sings a 

rare duet; right, 
Murray takes a 

book-signing 
break.

     April 21, friends of Roger Bacon High School got 
to spend an evening in Barcelona – without leaving 
the gym. Lovely Costa del Sol was the backdrop for 
The Evening for Excellence, the school’s largest 
annual fund-raiser. It combines music, food, good 
company and a chance to snap up a bargain in the 
silent and live auctions. Proceeds from the event–
this year expected to be about $100,000 – go 
towards scholarships and financial aid as well as 
technology programs.

     Lots of interesting news in the recently launched 
North American Interprovincial Novitiate Facebook 
/ Website page (replacing the blog and Facebook 
page). “If you are on Facebook, you may do a 
search for Franciscan Interprovincial Novitiate in 
Burlington,” writes Novice Bob Barker, website 

surprised by the turnout, Murray thanked “all of 
those who encouraged me along the way,” including 
the province, the councils, his students, and his 
fellow friars at Pleasant Street, “a wonderful bunch 
of men who put up with me being gone most of the 
time. Every time I come home I have to re-introduce 
myself.”

      Forty years after its release by St. Anthony 
Messenger Press (now Franciscan Media), The 
Journey and the Dream is, as Jeff said, “part of the 
Franciscan lexicon.” A happy confluence of time, 
place and author, it was written “as kind of an internal 
story, a third-person point of view but inside Francis’ 
mind,” Murray said, recalling the four-month writing 
process in Assisi. “Whatever was I thinking? I just 
let go and let Francis write it through me. I felt at 

times St. Francis was more my muse than my subject.” When it was 
finished, “I felt very emptied and very filled simultaneously. I felt 
something happened that changed me.”  

 Beyond the miracle of the Dream, the real phenomenon is 
the author himself, unchanged by decades of attention and the 
near-reverence in which his book is held. Murray is still Murray, 
passionate about writing, as unassuming as ever. “In the end you let 
the book go and it has a life of its own,” he told his audience. Spoken 
like a parent who sees a child soar to heights he never imagined.  

Top, items from the silent auc-
tion; above, Mark Hudak and 
Marcel Groth; left, Kenn Beetz 

with a guest at the Evening for 
Excellence.
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